High Risk Behaviour among Street Children (2004)

Note: The awareness level of the children in matters pertaining to risk taking behaviour and their lived action to

it was the objective of undertaking this study. The idea was to help the children relate their knowledge to action.

Street children are a subgroup of vulnerable children who are at high risk due to the vulnerable settings they live
in. The objective of the study was to ascertain the levels of awareness, attitudes, beliefs, risk tneshantb

sacial norms of the streethild. This study covers behaviouadtivity ranging across a spectrum covering drug
abuse, sexual activity and aggressiBoys in the study ranged from age 8 to 25. A majority (68.3%) WAS 12
years old, and the median age wasn & S| N& @ ¢tKS NBALRYRSY(iQa FANROG N
childrenthemselves perceived drug abuse as behawvifsaught with risk to their health. The decision to use
drugs despite awareness of its impact can arise from a number oftisitisa Research shows substantial
evidence that association with drug using peers makes the street children more prone to drug abuse and its
related risls. 78% felt that taking drugs has an adverse effect on®health.Boys tendedo contact the health

care systemincluding drug treatmenprograms,primarily under circumstances of crisis@mergency.32% of

the boys said that thepre aware of programmesuch as medical detoxification. Most of the time they are not

victims of ignorance, many continue torsume drugs even though they aagvare of its adverse effects.

Given the high levels of sexual activity / sexual abuse surrounding street children, they constitute a high risk
population. Itis believed thain unknown number of street kids of atjess will contract HIV/AIDS either through
commercial sex work, tainted blood, infected needles or ragg/pes of sexual risk behaviors may include:

unprotected sex; irregular condom use; multiple partnerships and relationships;

It is a common belief thathere is a profound ignorance amongst street children regarding sex education.
Despite high rates of sexual activity among street children, attitudes regarding condom use are for the most part
positive andabout 48% said that using condoms was importavitile having sex but still there was an equal
number who did not think it essentialthis highlightshat they are informed about safe sex practices and are
well awareof prevention methods. More than threefourths wereaware that unprotected sexouldlead to

HIV/ AIDS and S$andalso thatunprotected sex does not only affect womeThisshowsthat the respondents

are aware othe deadly disease AIDS/ HIV and about the modes of transmission.



